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Orchestra Excerpts for NZSSSO 2026 — Viola

In addition to your short solo piece, please play the following orchestral excerpts
(between the red brackets).

Please introduce each item before playing.
We suggest you listen to recordings to determine a suitable tempo for each excerpt

and look at the score — available on the audition page — for context

Viola Rimsky-Korsakov — Scheherazade

Excerpt 1 — Movement 1, 2 bars before Figure A, ending at Figure B

Minimum tempo — dotted minim (half bar) = 50.
Please play as legatissimo as possible
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Excerpt 2 — Movement 3, Figure N to the first pizzicato note, 6 bars before
Figure O

Minimum tempo — dotted crotchet, (each bar in 1), 50bpm
Clarity of chromatics is important here, along with phrasing and musical
direction of melody.
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Excerpt 3 — Movement 3, Figure M to N

Minimum tempo — quaver = 140bpm. (look at the score for an explanation of
the time signatures in this movement (2/8, 6/16, 3/8))
Articulation to be observed, control of the right arm is key here.
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