
 
 

Orchestra Excerpts for NZSSSO 2026 – Percussion 
 
Please play the following orchestral excerpts (between the red brackets). 
Candidates should perform ALL the excerpts including timpani. There is no 
need to provide a solo piece in addition to these extracts. 
Please introduce each item before playing. 
We suggest you listen to recordings to determine suitable tempos for each 
excerpt and look at the score – available on the audition page – for context 
 
 
 
Rimsky-Korsakov – Scheherazade 
  
Excerpt 1 – Snare Drum – Movement 3 from D to 4 bars before G. Don’t count 
the 8 bars rest at E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Excerpt 2 – Snare Drum – Movement 4, from 1 bar before C to D, AND from 4 
bars before N up to bar 19 after N. Play as two separate excerpts separated 
by a short pause. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Excerpt 3 – Tambourine – Movement 4, F-G AND 4 bars before L to L. Play as 
two separate excerpts separated by a short pause. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Excerpt 4 – Triangle - Movement 4, K to 8 bars before L AND 8 bars after W 
through the start of Bar 8 of the 6/4 section (count the bars rest accurately). 
Play as two separate excerpts separated by a short pause. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Excerpt 5 – Mallet Percussion 
 
Please play a short mallet solo or an excerpt of a longer solo – 2 or 4 mallets. 
 
Excerpt 6 – Timpani – Movement 3, H to I  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpt 7 – Timpani – Movement 4, Letter Y to 7 bars after Z. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


